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FADE IN:

INT. CAR - DAY

TOM, mid 30s, sits in the car alone playing with his phone. 
The passenger door swings open and DAVE, mid 20s leaner and a 
real smart arse, pops his head inside. 

DAVE
You Tom?

TOM
Yeah, you Dave then?

DAVE
Obviously.

Dave gets into the passenger seat. 

TOM
So you mates with Andy then?

Dave rolls his eyes. 

DAVE
Despite his rather simplistic world 
view.

TOM
Yeah but I guess being an accounts 
manager will do that to you. 

DAVE
Why? It’s a very complex job and he 
works very hard. 

TOM
Yeah. I mean I wouldn’t want to do 
it. 

Tom starts the car up and they drive off. There’s a second of 
awkward silence. 

TOM (CONT’D)
See the football?

DAVE
No. 

TOM
Been to the cinema lately?



DAVE
It’s all trash. 

TOM
Experience any weather?

Dave rolls his eyes again.

DAVE
I don’t really do small talk.

TOM
Why?

DAVE
My father always used to say small 
talk is for small people. 

Now it’s Tom’s turn to roll his eyes. 

DAVE (CONT’D)
I only enjoy discussing topics of 
importance. 

TOM
So not a football fan then. 

DAVE
Our time on this earth is finite. 
The average male life expectancy is 
80.9 Years. That’s 29550 days. 

TOM
That’s not a lot really I suppose. 
Or is it? Yeah I guess it’s a quite 
a lot. 

DAVE
I plan to use them productively, to 
maximise all my actions and 
interactions. 

TOM
Is this why you need someone to 
drive you to work?

DAVE
Part of this is using conversations 
to debate ideas, to analyse ones 
values in the market place of 
ideas.  
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TOM
Where are you getting all this 
from? Tell me the truth, do you go 
on the internet a lot? 

Dave SCOFFS. 

DAVE
The market place of ideas is the
place where ideas are submitted and 
tested through debate to exam their 
relative merits. 

TOM
Couldn’t we talk about video games? 
What about marvel movies? 

DAVE
Lets pick a real topic. 

TOM
Okay then DC. How much did you hate 
Batman v Superman. I hated it a 
lot. 

DAVE
I told you I don’t watch movies.

TOM
What do you watch when you drink 
alone?

DAVE
How about we talk Brexit?

TOM
No.

DAVE
Immigration?

Tom MOANS. 

DAVE (CONT’D)
Was that a affirmative moan?

TOM
God no.

DAVE
Tax as theft? Socialism is the 
greatest lie? 

(MORE)
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Climate change as the most 
dangerous global conspiracy of our 
time? Trump as the greatest 
President?

TOM
Oh I get it. I bet you got a whole 
script memorised for each of these 
topics. 

Dave shifts awkwardly in his seat. 

TOM (CONT’D)
Like loads of facts and talking 
points you can regurgitate. 

DAVE
That’s kind of how debates work. 

TOM
But what’s the point? I’m sure 
we’re going to disagree, so why 
bother?

DAVE
Well then we’ll find out where we 
disagree. We put our ideas to the 
test and through competition we 
find who’s right.

TOM
The market place of ideas. 

DAVE
Exactly! Now you’ve got it. 

TOM
Okay but again what’s the point? 

Dave flounders here reaching for a response. 

DAVE
Because debate. We have to debate. 

TOM
And I’m saying I don’t want to. 

DAVE
(nodding to himself)

Then that means I win. 

TOM
I didn’t realise it was a contest.

DAVE (CONT'D)
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DAVE
Everything’s a contest, life’s a 
contest. 

TOM
Why do we have to try and convert 
each other? Isn’t it enough to just 
have an opinion anymore?

DAVE
Interesting. 

TOM
No it’s not. This is a 
conversation. Don’t try and turn 
this into a debate. 

DAVE
Well -

TOM
(interrupting)

Lets make it a new car rule, we 
should only talk if it’s 
inconsequential. 

Dave nods a little, stroking his chin. 

DAVE
I thought Batman v Superman was 
terrible. How do you mess that up. 
Batman. Superman. Both of them 
together fighting. The thing 
basically writes itself. 

TOM
Really?

Tom takes a DEEP BREATHE, letting the anger wash away. 

DAVE
And yes I hate DC. 

TOM
Just the movies right?

DAVE
Obviously just the movies.

Tom relaxes a little as he accelerates off down the road. 

FADE OUT.

 THE END
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